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Every year, the Orange County Register publishes a poll of what Orange County people feel.  They do it in harmony with the University of California.  It came out just a couple of weeks ago.  The results were that Orange County residents are very satisfied.  We’re almost smug about how satisfied we are.  Over 70% of us are s satisfied with our job.  Over 70% of Orange County residents are satisfied with their families.  Over 70% of Orange County residents are satisfied with the weather.  But there is one area where Orange County residents are intensely dissatisfied.

That is, our finances.  Only 26% are satisfied with their finances.  Seventy-four percent of the people who live in Orange County are not satisfied with their finances.  It seems that no matter how much you make it’s never enough,  never seems to be enough.  Gallup released a poll recently that said 64% of all couples argue over money.  It is a major issue of concern in marriages finances.  In fact,  they’ve discovered that it’s the number one cause of divorce Ð 54% of marriages divorce over money.  It’s almost as if the vows have been changed to

Till dept do us part  So today we’re starting a new two week series I’m calling Figuring Out Your Finances

The Bible says that God uses money to test you.  God uses money to see how spiritually mature you are.  He uses the issue of money management, how you handle wealth, as the acid test of whether He can trust you with genuine spiritual blessings.  It’s all through the Bible but Jesus said this in Luke 16:11 If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches   Circle handling worldly wealth.  He’s talking there about money management.  He’s saying if you are not wise in managing your money, why should God trust you with genuine riches and spiritual wealth?  In other words, the amount God is able to bless your life is, to a large degree, dependent and determined by the way you handle the material blessings of life.  If you’re not a very good money manager, God is saying you’re not very responsible. That’s a pretty important thing.

Recently, this Y2K problem has caused a lot of people to panic and worry about their finances even more, worrying about their assets.  The Friday edition of the Orange County Register on the front page says, ÒY2K bug bites early with buying frenzy in Orange County.  It’s talking about all these people stocking up on supplies because of Y2K.  The so-called millennial bug has put a buying bug into the ear of a surprising number of Orange County residents.  They want to be prepared in case a computer melt down hits when 1999 turns into 2000, the so-called Y2K scenario Did you know that Y1K caused the dark ages?  Many of you did not know that, but that’s true!  So as a result military surplus stores are getting visits from clientele they normally don’t see.  Business increased about 25% because of Y2K.  It’s gotten so much of a frenzy that the Red Cross has had to release a manual that says this is like any other short-term problem   The Red Cross stresses that planning for the remote possibility that Y2K will cause a problem is like planning for another short-term problem like earthquakes or any other Southern California disaster.  In other words , it could last a week, a month.  It may not even show up.  But most of the materials you should gather

would be useful for some kind of disaster even if nothing happened.

So what am I supposed to do?  Do I go out and take all my money out of savings and buy gold bullion?  Should I go out and buy a year’s supply of freeze-dried foods?  Do I need to go build a bomb shelter?  Stock pile it all, buy some Uzis so that when worldwide chaos takes place I’m ready to defend my family?

No!  There are doomsayers, survivalists, alarmists who are really going to try to make a buck on this, this year.  Don’t do that.

However, there are some common sense precautions that you can take for avoiding financial collapse.  That’s what I want to talk about this morning Ð some financial precautions.  Things that you should normally do no matter what happens whether there is an earthquake (which we’re more likely to have than anything else) or Laguna fires again or other things.  These are common sense, Biblical, financial principles that you should be following regardless of what happens.  That’s what we’re going to look at today.

The wisest man who ever lived was King Solomon.  He wrote a book called Proverbs and wrote down the wisdom of God.  Solomon was not only the wisest man, the Bible tells us he was the wealthiest man.  He’d put Bill Gates to shame!  The Bible says that he drank his drinks out of gold goblets and he ate on gold and silver plates.  Not only did they have to wash them after each meal, they had to polish them.  This is indulgently rich.  Pure gold plates.  Here is the wisest man whoever lived who also knows the most about wealth more than anybody else.  He wrote it down in Proverbs.  Today I want us to look at God’s five financial principles for financial stability.

I have shared some of these principles before with those of you who have been around.  You say, when are you going to stop teaching on this When you start doing it!  Just because I’ve taught on something, doesn’t mean you’re applying it.  I, as your pastor who cares about you, am going to keep on harping on this until you get it right and get the financial stability in your life so you can see God’s blessing in this area of your life too.

1.  KEEP GOOD RECORDS

This is the first principle, the Principle of Accounting.  Proverbs 27:23-24 says Riches can disappear fast so watch your business interests closely.  Know the state of your flocks and herds  Obviously in those days everybody was a rancher or shepherd.  Their assets were tied up in sheep.  God says Know the condition of your flocks Nobody’s like that today.  Today, God would say, know the condition of your stocks  we have assets in different areas today.  But the idea is know where your money is going, know where it’s coming from, be conscious, be aware.  This is the starting point.

Do you ever find yourself saying, I just don’t know where all my money Goes. That is a giant warning light that you are in trouble if you don’t know where all your money goes.  You are not keeping good records.  People say money talks.  It doesn’t talk, it just sneaks away quietly.  It doesn’t tell you it’s leaving either!

Proverbs 23:23 says Get the facts at any price  In other words, be realistic.  How are we really doing financially, as a couple?  How am I doing financially, as an individual?  If you don’t know where you’re going, if you don’t keep good records, you’re in trouble. Formula: Ignorance + Easy Credit = Disaster.

You’re going to end up spending more than you make, getting further and further in dept and one day you’ll wake up and it’s a major problem in your life.

There are four facts that you need to know.

1.   I need to know what I own.  Keep an inventory of your possessions.

2.   I need to know what I owe.  Your debts, your liabilities.

3.   I need to keep records on what I earn.

4.   I need to know where it goes.

I’ve been a pastor for many years Ð nearly twenty years here in Orange County and I have found in talking with many couples that so many major problems occur when one partner is keeping the other partner in the dark about the finances.  Both people don’t know in the family what we owe, what we own, what we earn, and where it’s going.  That is a recipe for financial disaster and for marital discord.  You need to keep good records.  Write it down.

You say, I don’t have time to do this.  There are a lot of good programs out there; Quicken, Money or you can get a little journal and write it down in a book.  It doesn’t matter but keep good records.  You say you don’t have time.  Do you have time to worry?  If you have time to worry about your finances, you have time to write it down.  In fact, if you wrote it down, if you kept better records, you’d have a lot less to worry about.  The Bible says riches disappear fast.

Know the condition of your flocks.  Know the state of your financial being.  The principle of accounting.

2.  PLAN YOUR SPENDING

This is the Principle of Budgeting.  You have to set some financial goals and stick with them.  I would encourage you to not go through 99 like you did in 98 just drifting along, paying this bill, buying that expense, doing this/that not really knowing, just guessing, not having any clear goals, not having any clear record, not having any perimeters.  You just kind of muddle through the year.  This is too important a year for you to do that.  This is not the time to be drifting.  This is the year for you to get your financial house in order seriously!  Don’t go drifting and spending and guessing.

Proverbs 1:5 - Plan carefully and you’ll have plenty.  But if you act too quickly you will never have enough.  If you don’t get anything else I say, get this.  Financial freedom is not based on how much you earn.  It’s based on how you spend it.  Your financial freedom is not based on your income.  It’s based on how you spend it.  Even if you make three times what you make today, if you’re spending more than you make you’re still going to go in the hole.  If you don’t know how to live on less than you’re making now, what makes you think you’re going to live on less when your income goes up.  It won’t.  You’re developing a habit that you always spend more than you make.

Freedom is not, "If I just make this amount of money then I’ll be financially free”.  No, you won’t.  Freedom comes not by making more.  It comes from spending less.  This is the Principle of Budgeting.  Planning your spending.

I read this week that the average American spends six hours a week in shopping related activities.  Many of you are way above average.  I also discovered that the more educated you are, the more you tend to shop.  Like you go to The University of Nordstrom’s or go to the mall to get an education.

If you’re spending all that money, you’d better be planning your spending.  Notice it says Plan carefully and you’ll have plenty.  If you act too quickly, you’ll never have enough  Circle Act too quickly.  That’s talking about impulse buying.  Impulse buying is unplanned buying.  It’s based on emotions.  It’s without thinking.  You see it, you smell it, you hear it, you taste it, you feel it.  You see something in a store window and you’ve got to have it!  And you impulsively buy it.  Have you ever bought anything without thinking and then later regretted it?.  Have you ever gotten home and thought, "Why did I do this?  Where am I going to get the money to pay for this?  Where am I going to store it?  How am I going to insure it?  How am I going to maintain it?"  You bought impulsively.  The Bible says If you act too quickly, you will never have enough

You need to understand that in our society, capitalism is geared around advertising.  And advertising is geared around getting you to buy impulsively.  They don’t want you to think about it, they want you to buy based on emotion, not based on your budget.  So they create the sizzle in the steak and they create the ice cream that’s dripping down and it looks so great.  Cars never look so good as they do in the ads.  They have highlights and gleam.  I’ve never seen a car look so good as it does in an ad.

There is one thing they do to get you to buy impulsively.  They use a word.  This word for some of you  is almost irresistible.  When you hear this word, you immediately get in your car, back out of the driveway, and head for that store.  You’re almost addicted to this word  sale.  Some of you cannot resist a sale.  You cannot resist it.  But look how much I saved.  You don’t need it.  You cannot afford it.  You don’t have the money to buy it.  But Look how much I saved  It is almost impossible for you to resist a sale.  You act too quickly.  And as a result you never have enough.

But we always use this excuse, "If I don’t buy it now, it will always cost more later".  So what?  If you cannot afford it now, you still shouldn’t buy it.  Impulse buying.

Proverbs 21:20 - Stupid people spend their money as fast as they get it.

We could just close the Bible and go home.  We’ve had our lesson for today.

This is God’s IQ test.  How smart, how intelligent are you.  If you are spending everything you’ve got the Bible has a word for that stupid.  Dumb.  Not smart!  Stupid people spend their money as soon as they get it.

Spending can be just like any other addiction.  You say you can handle it.  That’s what an alcoholic says.  But soon you get deeper and deeper into debt and then you’re hooked.  Recently I read this magazine article Are you a shopaholic?  It said, compulsive spending is a full fledged addiction just like gambling, alcoholism and taking drugs.  In fact it’s become such a prevalent addiction in our society that there are a couple of national organizations called Debtors Anonymous and Shopper Stopper.  They create all kinds of creative ways to help you break the impulse of the buying habit.  One lady keeps her credit cards in a bowl of water in the freezer.  If she gets the urge to spend, she has to wait for them to thaw first and then the urge may pass and her sanity return!  I’m not going to mention the name of this person, we’ll let it be an anonymous member, but after hearing that he wrote on a card to me, Pastor Rick, a certain husband in our church buried his wife’s credit cards in the cement of the new room addition because ice cubes melt...

How do you break the habit of impulsive buying?  Of spending more than you’ve got?  How do you spell relief?  You spell relief, BUDGET.  Are you familiar with this word?  What is a budget?  A budget is simply planned spending.  It’s planning your spending.  A budget is telling your money where you want it to go, rather than wondering where it went.  Everybody needs a budget.  You need a financial budget in 1999, telling your money where you want it to go rather than wondering where it went.  If you want to break this habit of spending more than you’ve got, if you want to build resistance to sales and resistance to impulsive buying, you’ve got to nip it    in the budget.

I’m serious about this.  So for the next two Wednesday nights at midweek service, while we’re doing this two-week series, we’re going to do a biblically based budget-planning workshop.  So I want you to come back Wednesday night because there’s so much I cannot share right now.  Pastor Tom has put together a Christian budget-planning seminar, which will help you.  Come with pencil and paper and ready to do some serious business.  When you start making a budget, you figure out how much you made in a month and then you start dividing it up how much you spend in categories.  And then you find out you don’t have enough money.  So you have to go back and start cutting until you bring it in line.  Only the government can do deficit spending.  You cannot get away with that.  They put people in jail for that around here.  You have to do that.  We’re going to help you out.  You may have been doing it for years or just be starting, but I highly recommend that you be here the next two Wednesday nights to get a personal or family budget.

Tom:

The next couple of Wednesday nights we’ll be in here but the room will be set up different.  We’ll have tables that we can set around so you can actually get a piece of paper and pencil out and write down some things.  We feel like it’s our job as a church to make life easier!  What we want to do in the next couple of weeks.  It’s sort of tough to go through some of these things.  We want to make it a little easier and do it together.  You  won’t be sharing your financial information with anybody else obviously but you, as a couple or as an individual, will have a chance to work through that.  We’ll also have some financial counselors available, some people you can talk to in the next few weeks.

When it comes to budgeting and these kinds of things have you found that best intentions are not good enough?  It’s a way to get done what we want to get done.  If you’re one of those people, when Rick was talking about the credit cards and the ice, if your first thought was Microwave you need to be here in the next two weeks.

Rick:

The principle of accounting:  keep good records.  The principle of budgeting:  plan your spending.

3.  SAVE FOR THE FUTURE

This is obviously the Principle of Saving.  Proverbs 21:20, The wise man saves for the future  I read recently that the average Japanese family saves 25% of their income - puts it in the bank.  The average European family saves 18% of their income.  But the average American family saves 5% of their income.  Why?  Because we’re spending it all keeping up with the Jones.  They just refinanced but we’re still going to try to keep up with them.  As a result we’re not saving anything.  But the Bible says, The wise man saves for the future

Proverbs 13:11 says, Money that comes easily disappears quickly.  But money that is gathered little by little will grow  Look at this verse.  First, Money that comes easily disappears quickly.   Did you know the Bible says this:  Don’t get involved in get rich quick schemes.  Many times in Proverbs it says, Do not get involved in get rich quick schemes.  Easy come, easy go.  They are a sure sign for disaster.  Instead it says, add it up, gather it little by little.  That is consistent regular savings.  You need to set three goals.  You need to have some giving goals.  You need to have some spending goals.  You need to have some saving goals in 1999.  What am I going to save?  Read Proverbs 6 where it talks about consider the ant.  Watch the ant.  They’re smarter than human beings.  They go out in the summer and store up little by little so that when the harsh winter comes, they’re well fed.  It’s the principle of setting a little aside so you’re prepared no matter what kind of storm, no matter what kind of crisis comes.  That’s legitimate, intelligent financial planning.  Save for the future.

I read recently in American Demographics magazine that most baby boomers are going to be flat broke in retirement.  They’re going to be in far worse condition in retirement than their parents are right now because we’re not saving anything.  Many baby boomers are going to be living in poverty much worse than their parents because they’re not saving anything.  Why don’t we save for the future?  Why do we spend all that we get?  One of the reasons is envy.  We look around and see what other people have and we have to live at the same standard that they’re living.  But they’re over extended too.  They’re not saving anything either.  So to keep up with the level of standard of living the clothes, the cars, the homes of other people around you, you end up being on the same dumb track everybody else is on.  God says that’s not wise.  It’s all because of envy.

A while back there was an article on envy in the Orange County Register.  It said It stalks Orange County, never satisfied, always craving more of what other people have.  Beware of the envy monster.  In Orange County, people waters risk contracting a bad case of envy. Her shoes are in better shape than mine. The internal monologue goes.  She has thinner thighs. Look at that Rolex. At least my hair looks better than hers Who’s in that limo?  I bet he’s going home to a huge house on the beach I’m a good person.  Why cannot I have a limo and a yacht. And on and on.  In malls, in neighborhoods, in schools, in offices people compare themselves with others.  And inevitably all but the very rich, the very thin, the very beautiful fall short in some category.  Even for them enough is often not enough.  If you want to break out of the debt pattern, you have to stop living by the standard of other people.  They are in debt too.

You need to understand that  the more you have and the more you buy and the more that you acquire, the more it costs to maintain it.  The more it costs to insure it.  The more it costs to keep it updated.  And on and on.  So maybe you just need to get off that track and say, I don’t care what other people are doing.  I want to be able to have a significant retirement.  I want to be able to care for the needs of my family in case of a crisis.  Plan your spending.  Save for the future.

There’s a fourth principle of financial stability.

4.  The Principle of Tithing.  RETURN TEN PERCENT TO GOD.

The Bible calls this the Principle of Tithing.  Ten percent of all I make goes back to God.  Most of you are familiar with this truth because we’ve taught it here many times.  But some of you are new so I need to review this.  The Bible says in Malachi 3:10 and many other places. Bring to My storehouse a full tenth [that’s the word Tithe.  Tithe means ten.] of what you earn.  Test Me in this, says the Lord, `and I will open the windows of heaven for you and pour out all the blessings that you need.  Notice that’s a promise.  God says the first ten-percent of all I make goes back to Him.  Why do I do that?  Why did God say to give ten-percent back to Him?

Beats me!  I haven’t the slightest idea of why He said to give ten percent back.  He could have said to give fifty percent.  He could have said give ninety percent and you live on ten percent.

But God instituted the principle of tithing for three reasons.  It takes care of your past.  It takes care of your percent.  It takes care of your future.  Whenever I tithe, if I make ten bucks, the first dollar goes back to God.  If I make a hundred bucks, the first ten bucks goes back to God right off the top.  Why?  Three reasons.  First, in my past.  It’s a statement of gratitude.  Whenever I tithe it’s saying, God, I realize all this came from You and if it wasn’t for You I wouldn’t have any money anyway.  I wouldn’t have my life.  I wouldn’t have my intelligence, my health to work.  So in gratitude realizing it all really comes from You the first ten percent goes back to You in gratitude.  I’m not an ungrateful person.  I’m very grateful for what You’ve done in my life.  So here it is  I can say I’m grateful but if I don’t tithe I’m not grateful.  I’m kidding myself.

In the present.  It’s a statement of priority.  It says, God, I want You to be number one in my life so right off the tip, the first part of my money goes back to You as a statement of priority that You’re number one in my life  I could say God’s number one but if I’m not tithing He’s really not number one.  What I do with my money and what I do with my time really show what’s important to me.

It’s a statement of faith in God in the future.  God, You’ve made all these promises Ð this is one of them Ð that you’ll take care of me if I put You first in my money.  So, I’m going to tithe.  Even though I don’t have it, I’m going to give the first ten percent back to You in a statement of faith that I believe that You will take care of me in the future

Gratitude in the past.  Priority in the present.  Faith in the future.  Notice that God  says Test me in this, says the Lord  Circle Test me.  This is the Pepsi Challenge verse of the Bible.  There’s only one place in the Bible where God says you can prove He exists.  He says, Prove Me, test Me. See if I won’t keep My promise.  Tithe, So I dare you.  I dare you to tithe.  I dare you to say, Ok, God the first ten percent goes back to you.  See if God won’t keep His promise.

When are you supposed to do it?  Next verse on every Lords day [that’s Sunday]  you should put aside something from what you’ve earned during the week and use it for the offering.  The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn  It’s to be a weekly reminder.  God, You’re first.  Obviously God doesn’t need my money.  He doesn’t need your money either.  So why does He say to do this?  It’s what it represents.  The Bible says Wherever your treasure is, your heart is also.  We spend most of our lives talking about money, thinking about money, earning money, spending money, saving money, investing money, getting anxious about money.  God says  He wants this area of our life to be in His control too.  He doesn’t need my money but He wants what it represents my heart.  If I cannot do that, my heart really isn’t with Him.

Many years ago when Kay and I got married, one of the very first commitments we made as a couple was that no matter what else happened in our life God gets paid first.  We may be in debt to other people, we may be late on a debt to other people at certain points in our life but we’re not going to be in debt to God.  So we made the commitment that no matter what we made or how little we made, the first ten- percent right off the top went back to God.  I’m happy to say that in all the years we’ve been married, we’ve never missed a tithe.

I will tell you honestly there have been times in my life when I sure could have used that ten percent though.  There have bee times in my life when I’ve been out of work, unemployed, we had a financial crisis for an accident or hospital stay or whatever but we always said, God is the one who gets paid first. If we had to be in debt to other people, fine, but God gets paid first.  I can say, because of that God is faithful.  He has not only helped us through those tough times but He has blessed and prospered my life.  It’s all because I put Him first.

Here’s the principle and this applies in any area:  Whatever you want God to bless you put Him first in.  If you want God to bless your family, put Him first in your family.  If you want God to bless your career, put Him first in your career.  If you want God to bless your relationships, put Him first in your relationships.  If you want God to bless your schedule, your time, put Him first in your schedule.  If you want God to bless your finances, put Him first in your finances.  There are more promises in the Bible about tithing and giving than any other subject.  It’s true.  More promises about giving than any other subject in the Bible.  Why?  Because God wants you to learn to be like Him.  God is a giver.  As long as you’re stingy, you’re not like God.  He wants you to learn to give.  It’s a character-building thing.  If you want God’s blessing, just do what He says.

The Bill Gates of the previous generation was John D. Rockefeller.  He put Gates to shame.  He was fabulously, incredibly wealthy.  Someone asked him one time, How did you amass such wealth  He said, Simple.  Save ten percent.  Give ten percent.  Live on the rest.  That’s called living on a  margin.  Save ten percent, give ten percent, live on the rest.  If you cannot save ten percent and you cannot give ten percent, you’re spending too much money.  You need to reduce your lifestyle.  You’re living above your means, because you cannot do what God tells you to do.

Here’s just one promise.  There are many we could cover.  Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of your income  He doesn’t say the leftovers.  I discovered in tithing that if I waited until the end of the month to tithe, it’s not there.  I have to do it as soon as I get the paycheck.  Then the promise He will fill your barns to overflow  I get more testimonies about this principle than any other.  Literally hundreds, maybe thousands, over my lifetime about giving and about tithing.  Today I want you to hear the story of a couple who’ve applied all five   of these principles and watched a major

change in their finances.  Gil and Mary Lou.

Mary Lou:

Standing up here today is both a familiar and unusual experience for me.  Every Wednesday morning I’m on this stage but no one sees me.  I’m part of the volunteer ministry that helps clean the sanctuary.  So when I’m up here this week it’s with a vacuum cleaner and there’s no faces on the chairs.  You’ve favorably changed my Wednesday mornings forever for now I will remember and visualize my Saddleback family.

Today we would like to tell you how Jesus Christ changed our lives and specifically our financial situation when we started practicing the financial principles in the Bible.  We started attending Saddleback church three years ago after we moved here from Lake Arrowhead.  At our first service, we were greeted by so many people we thought we must be here for some special occasion.  Our first impressions were right.  Everything here at Saddleback has been a special occasion.  We arrived here in time for Pastor Rick’s serious on the Purpose Drive Life.

Somehow we found ourselves starting a small group on the Purpose Driven Life series without even knowing what it all meant.  We were receiving so much from this church that we wanted to give something back immediately.  I joined the Levi ministry, which cleans the campus.  At lest I knew how to clean.  We then completed 101, 201, and 301 and all the pieces of the puzzle began to fit together. Once we learned how God had shaped us for a purpose, we began to search for our ministry niche where God could use us.  Gil in an investment advisor and business manager for theatrical clients for the past 25 years.  I was an accounting major. I used it in three careers paralegal, shopping center manager, securities manager. Through our background of finance we were introduced to the Crown ministry here at Saddleback.  The Crown ministry program is a twelve-week, small group study that teaches the Biblical principles of managing your finances and your life.  This sounded perfect for us.  It was something we could do as a couple and it fit our passion and our qualifications. At only our second Crown meeting we were introduced to a completely foreign concept to us. It was the idea that all we have really belongs to God.  Not us.  We just get to use it while we’re here on earth.  We learned that everything is a gift from God and we were selected by God to be His stewards and managers of His possessions.  This was a new truth for us.  We learned that there were 2,350 verses in the Bible about money, far more than any other subject.  This should have been our first clue that we were in trouble.  Not one of our financial decisions was based on even one verse.

Over the next ten weeks it became apparent that while we might be successful in man’s eyes,  from God’s perceptive we were financial disasters.  Settling the issue of God’s ownership was the basic and beginning of major changes in our lives.  Major changes were necessary since our whole life was previously based on status and materialism.  It was truly our benchmark of success and sadly our license plates read:  The one with the most toys wins.

Gil:

After being a part of three different Crown group studies we are now committed to tithing and have become debt free with the exception of our home and a few small investments     that the income covers the expense.  This is truly a 180-degree turn for us because leverage has always been basic to our thinking and we had no grasp of the concept that you can admire without having to acquire.  Basically we had not put God first in our lives.  Especially in the area of finances.  We always kept good records.  However budgeting meant, if the money is available, let’s spend it.  Through Crown, we have learned to tithe, set godly financial goals, and to prayerfully consider our spending.  It is no consequence that the Building for Life commitment or campaign came during our second group of Crown.  God not only helped us make and agree upon a three-year commitment, but then showed us that if we sold one of Mary Lou’s favorite assets we could do it all before year end.  Then the truly unexpected happened.  Another investment tripled in value which more than covered the commitment that we had made.  This is an investment that only God could have increased.  This is a test that Rick was mentioning.  In Mal 3:10.  It was really God’s way of answering that if we tithe and respectful and put Him first in our lives, that He will make sure that we’re all right.

By this time God had influence in every part of our life and was there to show us that He was there in all things that we do.   It was the last Crown meeting in our home that I went to the hospital with chest pains and underwent a five-bypass operation.  God gave me such peace during that time and just to know I was completely in His hands I could relax.  This was in complete contrast to the heart attack I had twenty years ago where the doctors couldn’t even sedate me.

God’s presence came through from our small groups, from our church family.  God even provided our own live in pastors that were staying at our house for a purpose driven life conference.  Who says there are disadvantages to a large church?  Our church is no larger than our small groups.  We’re God’s work in progress now, and we’re still learning to give Him the reins of our lives.  We have plenty reminders of things we thought we had to have that are either of little value or obsolete or we’ve changed our minds about.

We’re obviously getting a late start but are immensely grateful and thankful that God is showing us His way.  We’re also extremely grateful for the opportunities to grow at Saddleback and we’re greatly encouraged by the younger Saddleback families that are learning and living God’s principles.

In closing, if your finances are a mess or are just causing pressure and stress in your family, I invite you to join one of Saddleback’s Crown ministry small groups and learn to apply God’s principles of finance.  It is a decision you will never regret.

Keep good records, plan your spending, save for the future, and return ten- percent back to God.  One more principle if you want to be financially stable.

5.  ENJOY WHAT YOU HAVE

This is the Principle of Contentment.  This one is being violated all over Orange County.  Ecclesiastes 6:9 says It is better to be satisfied with what you have than always to be wanting something more  In Orange County, people are so busy getting more they do not have time to enjoy what they have.  They buy these beautiful houses and then they’re never there because they’re out working.  In nearly twenty years here in Orange County I have seen this (what I call the Saddleback Syndrome) over and over.  It goes like this:  First phase, your yearnings exceed your earnings.  So you go out and find a house you really want.  You cannot afford it but you really want it.  Or a house or a car or a boat or some event or something.  And you overextend yourself financially because you’re reaching for something a little too high for.  Then as a result, you’re overextended and you have to constantly hustle to make ends meet.  You’re working really hard to make ends meet and after year after year of hustling, family life begins to deteriorate.  Everybody is exhausted.  Everybody gets cranky.  You don’t have time for each other, much less time for the kids.  We have in Orange County an epidemic of absentee parents.

Kids don’t need things.  They need parents.   I worry about what affluence is doing to our kids.  I think about this a lot.  That’s why I believe we should do these Mexicali trips and trips in the inner city LA with our kids in the youth group.  I want them to see that is how the real world lives.  This is a bubble.  The world does not live like we live.  As a result I wonder if we’re teaching by example that more is better.  It’s not..

I know we have these myths:  I'm going to give you quality time  Kids don’t need quality time.  They need quantity time.  Quality time is a myth.  If I were to ask my three kids, "Would you rather have a real good quality minute of Dad's time or would you rather have me just hang out with you all day?  There’s no question about what they’re going to say.  They just want me to hang out with them. I don’t necessarily have to be doing what they’re doing.  It’s just being around.  We may sitting on a couch and they’re playing a game or watching TV and I’m reading or something but at least we’re together and there’s some interaction there.

So the Saddleback syndrome deteriorates relationships.  The greatest things in life aren’t things.  We have to learn this lesson over and over.  I remember a family picture that the Warren family had a while back.  We were posing for it and the photographer said to my 17-year-old son Josh, Why don’t you put your hand on your dads shoulder?  It’ll look natural  I said, If you want it to look natural, have him put his hand in my pocket

We rationalize our excessive, work driven life style, by saying It's a temporary condition.  We’re just doing this for a while.  When we get caught up, then things will settle down.  Who are you kidding?  It is not a temporary condition.  If you cannot live on your income now, what makes you think you’re going to live on your income three years from now?  You’re kidding yourself.  A temporary condition is becoming an habitual lifestyle.  It’s an addiction and you’re an addict.  Nobody is going to stop you unless you stop yourself.  You may have to have a heart attack.  I hope not.  You may have to have a crisis.  I hope not.  I hope God can get your attention through a message like this and you say, Wait a minute!  There are some things more important than things.  Let’s back off, downshift a little  Things are going to settle down when you choose, when I choose, to make them settle down.   And they’ll never settle down any other way.    You need to learn to enjoy what you have and always stop wanting more.

Hebrews 13:5 Be content with what you have.   The Bible tells us that you will never ultimately be satisfied by things.  Isaiah 55:2 says: Why do you spend your money on that which doesn’t satisfy  Why do things not ultimately satisfy?  They do for a while.  You get a new gizmo and it’s cool!  But six months later it’s not cool any more.  You get a new car, a new painting, a new dress, a new something and it’s great but in six months, a year, it’s not new anymore.  Things don’t change so human beings get bored with them.  We like to see some change.  Human beings are constantly changing.  But things don’t change.  That’s why you have to redecorate, because the things you use to think were so cool, isn’t cool any more.  It isn’t appealing any more.  Things don’t change.  So ultimately nothing is ever going to satisfy you.  No thing is ever going to satisfy you ultimately.

The root of all your financial difficulties, the root of your financial stress and problems is at the bottom level an issue of values and trust.  What’s going to be more important?  People or things?  Things or relationships?  And what am I going to trust in to make me happy?  God or material blessings?

Whatever I trust for my happiness, whatever I trust for my security is my god.

If I have put my trust in money and if my happiness depends on wealth it would mean that I denied the God of heaven  Here’s the fact: If you are feeling the pressure of finances in your life today, and if you are spending it all and saving nothing and if you find yourself, as a couple, constantly arguing about this issue that is a warning light of a deeper problem.  It’s not your real problem.  There’s a deeper problem.  All the financial pressure is a symptom.

What’s the real problem?  Out of control finances are a symptom of an out of control life.  Mismanaged money is a symptom is a symptom of a mismanaged life.  Yes, you do need God’s principles of money management but you need more than that.  You need a life manager.  His name is Jesus Christ.  He can do the job that you cannot do.

You may be a Christian.  You say Jesus is your Savior.  You need more than a Savior.  You need a manager.  You need a Lord, a CEO and a CFO, a chief financial officer and it is not you.  It’s Jesus Christ.  So you have to settle the issue of trust.  Are you going to trust that God knows more about money or do I know more?  Am I going to do what He says; these five principles:

Keep good records, Plan my spending, Save for the future, Return ten percent to God, Enjoy what I have or do I think I know better and I’m going to ignore these principles and do my own thing.  Do you really think you’re wiser than God?  You’re not. And that’s why you’re in financial difficulty.  You do it God’s way and get God’s blessing.  If you don’t do it God’s way, you’re on your own.  Good luck!

Do these principles really work?  Absolutely.  I could give you hundreds, maybe thousands, of examples of people setting on the very row you’re setting on who’ve learned these principles over the years, put them into practice, and have gone from the pit of debt into financial stability and having the blessing of God on their life.  It’s your choice.

Bu there’s the catch.  You have to do all five.  You cannot pick and choose of God’s principles.  You cannot say, I’m going to save for the future, but I’m not going to budget my money now and I’m not going to tithe.  Or you cannot say, I’m going to tithe and enjoy what I have but I’m not going to plan my spending.  It won’t work. You’ve got to do all five principles.

Today, as we close, as your pastor, I want to pray for those of you who are under financial tension.  Some of you are really sliding into the pit of debt.  I want to pray for you today.  I want to say this to you loud and clear.  God wants to help you get out of debt.  But you have to do your part first.  Take the outline and use it as a self-evaluation tool.  Looking at these five principles, put a checkmark by the ones you’re already doing.  Put a star by the ones you’re going to start this week.  You’ve got to do them all if you want God’s blessing on your finances and you want to be financially stable.

As we face this uncertain year of 1999 you need to settle this issue of trust.  Am I going to trust God that He knows best so I’m going to do it and am I going to trust God to take care of me in the future.  I cannot even help you what we’re going to share on Wednesday night and next week if you don’t settle this trust issue.  If you don’t decide that you can trust God to know what’s right and to take care of you, you’re going to be victimized this year by shysters and alarmists and guys who are going to try to make a quick buck off you and all kinds of other issues.  God says you don’t need to fear, you just need to trust Me.

Prayer:

I’m going to pray for those of you who are in financial difficulty.  Father, You see these hands. I don’t know their individual situations but You do.  Many here today are experiencing financial stress and difficulty today.  As they follow Your principles, I pray that You would miraculously turn around their finances.  Replace their debt with the light.  Replace their pressure with Your peace.  Help them to get out of the hold and onto Your pathway to financial freedom.  I pray for a miracle of finances in their lives.

Now you pray.  Pray this in your heart.  Father, I want to follow Your financial principles in 1999.  Forgive me for spending more than I make.  Forgive me for unwise purchases that I made.  Help me to get on track with Your plan.  Today, I commit myself to Your financial principles.  With your help in 1999, I’m going to start keeping better records.  I’m going to learn to plan my spending.  With Your help, I’m going to save some for the future.   I’m going to put You first in my finances by returning the tithe back to You.  Help me to enjoy what I have.  Jesus Christ, I invite You to be the manager of my life.   I want to trust You with my finances and my future.  In Your name I pray.  Amen.
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